204       To the Countess of Upper Ossory

I forgot that in the court of Gloucester House I met
Colonel Jennings, who told me there had been an engage-
ment at the Boyal Exchange to defend the Bank, and that
the Guards had shot sixty of the mob; I have since heard
seventy, for I forgot to tell your Ladyship that at a great
Council, held this evening at the Queen's House, at which
Lord Eockingham and the Duke of Portland were present,
military execution was ordered, for, in truth, the Justices
dare not act.

After supper I returned to Lady Hertford, finding Charing
Cross, and the Haymarket, and Piccadilly, illuminated from
fear, though all this end of the town is hitherto perfectly
quiet, lines being drawn 'cross the Strand and Holborn, to
prevent the mob coming westward. Henry and William
Con way8 arrived, and had seen the populace break open the
toll-houses on Blackfriars Bridge, and carry off bushels of
halfpence, which fell about the streets, and then they set
fire to the toll-houses. General Oonway's porter has seen
five distinct conflagrations.

Lady Hertford's cook came in, white as this paper.
He is a German Protestant, He said his house had been
attacked, his furniture burnt; that he had saved one child,
and left another with his wife, whom he could not get out;
and that not above ten or twelve persons had assaulted his
house. I could not credit this, at least was sure it was an
episode that had no connection with the general insurrection,
and was at most some pique of his neighbours. I sent my
own footman to the spot in Woodstock Street; he brought
me word there had been eight or ten apprentices who made
the riot, that two Life Guardsmen had arrived and secured
four of the enemies. It seems the cook had refused to
illuminate like the rest of the street. To-morrow, I suppose,
his Majesty King George Gordon will order their release;
8 Second and sixth sons of the Earl of Hertford.-daughter
